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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system, controller and method are described that can 
effectively alert a mobile subscriber about an emergency 
situation including, for example, a weather alert, a hostage 
situation or a hazardous material leak. In particular, the 
system includes an emergency warning system capable of 
generating information identifying a geographic area in 
which there is an emergency situation. The system also 
includes a controller capable of receiving the information 
identifying the troubled geographic area and is further 
capable of requesting and receiving from a wireless com- 
munications network a list of the mobile subscribers cur- 
rently located within the troubled geographic area. 
Thereafter, the controller is capable of initiating an emer- 
gency notification message that is sent to at least one*pf the 
mobile subscribers. The emergency notification message can, 
be in the form of a page, a voice message or a short text 
message. 

24 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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SYSTEM, CONTROLLER AND METHOD BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FOR ALERTING MOBILE SUBSCRIBERS A « , 

ABOUT EMERGENCY SITUATIONS more complete understanding of the present invention 

may be had by reference to the following detailed descrip- 

, tion when taken in conjunction with the accompanying 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION * drawings wherein: 

1. Field of the Invention FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the basic compo- 
The present invention relates in general to the telecom- nents of a system in accordance with the present invention; 

munitions field and in particular, to a system, controller FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a first embodiment 

and method capable of alerttng a user of a mobtle phone that of the system shown in 8 nG . ,. 

an emergency situation such as a weather alert has been J 

issued for a geographical area currently occupied by that FIG * 3 K a block illustrating a second embodi- 

user> ' ment of the system shown in FIG. 1; and 

2. Background of the Invention FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating the steps of a preferred 
When it comes to public safety and personal safety, it is method in accordance with the present invention. 

always desirable to improve upon the way people are 35 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THF DRAWINGS 

warned about emergency situations including, for example, ULIAILLD DbbCKlr HUN Or 1HL DRAWINGS 

weather alerts, hostage situations and hazardous material Referring to FIGS. 1-4, there are disclosed a system 100, 

leaks. To date there does not appear to be any system that can a controller 104 and a preferred method 400 all of which are 

effectively warn a person when such an emergency situation capable of effectively alerting mobile subscribers about 

occurs in a geographical area currently occupied by that 20 emergency situations including, for example, weather alerts, 

person. For instance, people traditionally have had to watch hostage situations or hazardous material leaks, 

the local channels on a television or listen to a radio to stay Refcrri tQ FIG t there fa a block di illustrating 

informed about threatening or severe weather condition tne basic of the syslem 100 . Basically, the 

their neighborhood. However it * not practical to expect tem 100 includes aQ emergency warni s tem 102 a 

that people always watch the television or listen to the radio 25 coQtroller 1Q4 and a communications network 106 

and as such people run the risk of being surprised by severe nc emergency warning system 102 generates information 

weather conditions. Moreover, since local television stations describing an eme rgency situation and information identi- 

cover local weather conditions, it is possible that a person { i a geographic area 108 that ^ or caD be affected b the 

watching a national cable channel may not be informed emergency situation 

about the threatening or severe weather conditions in their 30 r™ , u + n l . tl _ . . r 

neighborhood controller 104 receives the emergency situation lnfor- 

a. i i . i ■ cc • mation 118 and the geographical information 120 and then 

h. SU f T* ^ ln ^ ecUv ^™S determines which of the cells UOa-UOm in the coverage 

systems because people often cannot hear them while they area m of , he Mg& communications network jfo 

are inside a buildmg or while they are watching television, »^,,wi^ w i t/lt) A 

i« , .„„ tn m • i • »/ *u i i ^ en compass the troubled geographical area 108. As 

™T! H-ff . ? T- 8 - ? re °H er ' KT* f! 8 ™ 5 alustrated > the wireless communications network 106 has 

may have different types of sirens to indicate different types celb u0a _ii0e that encompass the troubled geographical 

llZ^l P Can , ^ COnfilS,nS f a f an f r0US area 108. Alternatively, the controller 104 can determine 

way .o peop e. ror instance, _.magine a tam.iy tbat is whicil of ^ location 

areas or any other identifying areas in 

awakened in the middle of the night by a siren and wrongly iUo m r ,u • i ■ 

_ , . . # °r . t j ? J a* the coverage area 111 of the wireless communications 

assumes that the siren indicates there is a tornado warning 40 ntltlwn . 1ft $ iU t . , . . , , . 

. tU « , t . . , t . . ° network 106 that happen to be associated in one way or the 

and then seeks shelter in the basement when the siren is rttll0f - tU ♦ ui a u- i mo 

a , a , . . . . other with the troubled geographical area 108. 

really indicatmg a flash flood warning. Accordingly, there is _ „ , _ . , * B / , 

an existing need for a system, controller and method that can ^ controller 104 then sends a request 132 to the wireless 

effectively alert people about emergency situations. This ^T^Tm I 1 ™™*/*? 7" th 1 erefr ? ra a list 

need and other needs are satisfied by the system, controller « 134 of l he , raobl1 ! subsc ^ ;112 (only four shown) that are 

and method of the present invention. ^ffj l<****™ cells UOo-UOe associated with the 

troubled geographic area 108. Thereafter, the controller 104 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION initiates an emergency notification message 114 that is sent 

The present invention includes a system, controller and t0 one or more °f tne mobile subscribers 112. The emer- 

method all of which overcome the aforementioned short- 50 g encv notification message 114 alerts the mobile subscribers 

comings in the state-of-art by effectively alerting a mobile 112 aD0Ut lne emergency situation. In addition, the emer- 

subscriber about an emergency situation including, for gency notification message 114 may also provide the mobile 

example, a weather alert, a hostage situation or a hazardous subscribers 112 with safety related instructions the content 

material leak. In particular, the system includes an emer- °f which is dependent on the particular type of emergency 

gency warning system capable of generating information 55 situation. 

identifying a geographic area in which there is an emergency Referring to FIG. 2 there is a block diagram illustrating in 

situation. The system also includes a controller capable of greater detail a first embodiment of the system 100 shown 

receiving the information identifying the troubled geo- using prime referenced numerals. In the first embodiment, 

graphic area and is further capable of requesting and receiv- the system 100' includes an emergency warning system 102', 

ing from a wireless communications network a list of the 60 a controller 104' and a wireless communications network 

mobile subscribers currently located within the troubled 106'. The emergency warning system 102' generates infor- 

geographic area. Thereafter, the controller is capable of mation describing the emergency situation and information 

initiating an emergency notification message that is sent to identifying the geographic area 108' that is or can be affected 

at least one of the mobile subscribers. The emergency by the emergency situation. 

notification message can be in the form of a page, a voice 65 The emergency situation information 118' includes details 

message (first embodiment) or a short text message (second about the emergency situation and possibly includes safety 

embodiment). related instructions the content of which is dependent on the 



08/03/2004, EAST Version: 1.4.1 



US 6,745,021 Bl 
3 4 

particular type of emergency situation. Again, the current provides the subscriber information to the MSC/VLR 140a' 
emergency situation can be one of a variety of potentially it also updates its own records. As such, the HLR 138' is able 
dangerous situations including, for example, a severe to keep track of the current locations of each mobile sub- 
weather condition, hostage situation or hazardous material scriber 112' and U3 f . 

leaks. The severe weather conditions can include a watch or 5 ,„ r „^„ c * * n tu, ™ . iw *u n\*cr- inc. • ui . 

warning issued for a hurricane, flash flood, tornado, winter 5 u n . T f J u rt -u *«5 

storm or thunderstorm. Whereas, the geographic informa- ° btain the 1St 1 134 indicatm g which moblle subscribers 112' 

tion 120' includes details that describe the geographic area are currentl y located m the troubled geographical area 108*. 

108' associated with the current or potential emergency ^ GMSC 136 ' then forwards the list 134' through the 

situation. These details can be the coordinates or grids on a carrier switch 130 ' t0 the location based server 122'. Upon 

map which outline the geographical area 108'. Or, the details 10 receivin g the list 134 \ the location based server 122' can 

that describe the geographic area 108' can be a list of the direct the IVR 131 ' t0 forward a pre-recorded voice message 

counties, townships or cities threatened by the emergency 114a ' t0 the mobile subscribers 112' currently located in the 

situation. troubled geographic area 108'. The pre-recorded voice mes- 

The controller 104' includes a location based server 122' « sage 114fl ' fa the emer g enc y notification message 114' which 

and a subscriber profile 124'. In this example, the controller mforms the mobile subs cribers 112' of the emergency situ- 

104' is incorporated within a service control point (SCP) atlon ' 

126' of an intelligent network 128' which also includes a Alternatively, the location based server 122' can interact 
carrier switch 130' (or service switching point (SSP)) and an with the subscriber profile 124* to determine if any of the 
interactive voice response system (IVR) 131'. The intelligent 2Q mobile subscribers 112' on the list 134' have special instruc- 
network 128' and the wireless communications network 106' tions 00 now > ^ at all > tnev are to be alerted. For instance, 
can be part of an overall telecommunications network 129'. one °f the mobile subscribers 112' may have instructions in 
In operation, the emergency warning system 102' for- the subscriber profile 124' that indicates they only want to 
wards the emergency situation information 118' and the receive the emergency notification message 114a' if there is 
geographical information 120' to the carrier switch 130'. The 2 s 3 tornacio warnin S in their geographical area and not receive 
carrier switch 130' then forwards the emergency situation the emergency notification message 114a' if there is a 
information 118' and the geographical information 120' to tornado watch or severe thunderstorm warning. In addition, 
the location based server 122'. Thereafter, the location based a mobile subscriber 112' can have directions in the sub- 
server 122' determines which of the cells 110a'-110/tt' in the scriber P rofile 124 ' that teUs the controller 104' to try and 
coverage area 111' of the wireless communications network 30 seiod tne urgency notification message 114' to their land 
106' encompass the troubled geographical area 108'. As based P hone if thev do not answe r their mobile phone. In 
illustrated, the wireless communications network 106' has other words > the subscriber profile 124' can contain instruc- 
cells llOa'-llOe' that encompass the troubled geographical tions which direct the controller 104' on how to send the 
area 108'. Alternatively, the location based server 122* can emergency notification message 114a' to each of the mobile 
determine which of the location areas or any other identi- 35 subscribers 112*. 

fying areas in the coverage area 111' of the wireless com- should be understood that the controller 104' may even 

munications network 106' that happen to be associated in send an emergency notification message 114a' to a mobile 

one way or the other with the troubled geographical area subscriber 113' that is currently roaming in another cell 11 0# 

108'. ~ but has their home subscription with MSC/VLR 140a*. In 

The controller 104' then sends a request 132' to the 40 f nis wav » me traveling mobile subscriber 113* may be 

wireless communications network 106' and receives there- informed of an emergency situation at their home or work 

from a list 134' of the mobile subscribers 112' (only four P lace - 

shown) currently located in cells HOa-HOe' which are It should also be understood that the present invention can 

associated in one way or the other with the troubled geo- still work properly if the troubled geographic area 108* 

graphic area 108*. To accomplish this, the land based server 45 happened to encompass cells 110/-U0/w f managed by MSC/ 

122' sends the request 132' containing the information V LR 1406' and cells 110a'-110c' managed by MSC/VLR 

identifying the cells 110a'-110e' associated with the troubled 140*2*. In this case, mobile subscribers 112' and 113' located 

geographical area 108' to a gateway mobile switching center in cells 110a', 110Z>' and 110£' would receive the emergency 

(GMSC) 136' through the carrier switch 130'. The GMSC notification message 114a'. 

136' determines which mobile subscribers 112' are currently 50 Referring to FIG. 3 there is a block diagram illustrating in 

located in cells HOa'-llOe' by sending a query to a home greater detail a second embodiment of the system 100 shown 

location register (HLR) 138'. using doubled prime referenced numerals. The system 100" 

The HLR 138' is a database that can provide the address is similar to the first embodiment except that the wireless 

or phone number of each mobile subscriber 112' currently communications network 106" includes a short message 

located in cells HOa'-llOe' managed by a mobile switching 55 service center (SMS-C) 107". The short messaging service 

center/visitor location register (MSC/VLR) 140a'. Basically, is supported by the Global System for Mobile Communica- 

the HLR 138' is able to keep track of which mobile sub- tions (GSM) standard. 

scribers 112' and 113' (only six shown) are currently located In the second embodiment, the system 100" includes an 

in cells llOa'-llOm' because all mobile subscribers 112' and emergency warning system 102", a controller 104" and a 

113' are required to register with the appropriate MSC/VLRs 60 wireless communications network 106". The emergency 

140a'-1406* when they power-on or enter the area managed warning system 102" generates information describing the 

by a particular MSC/VLR 140a' or 1406'. As illustrated, emergency situation and information identifying the geo- 

MSC/VLR 1406' manages cells 110/-110m\ For instance, if graphic area 108" that is or can be affected by the emergency 

any mobile subscriber 112' roams into one of the cells situation. The emergency situation information 118" 

110a'-110e' managed by MSC/VLR 140a' then that VLR 65 includes details about the emergency and possibly includes 

requests subscriber information about this mobile subscriber safety related instructions the content of which is dependent 

112' from the HLR 138'. At the same time, the HLR 138' on the particular type of emergency situation. Again, the 
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current emergency situation can be one of a variety of 
potentially dangerous situations including, for example, a 
severe weather condition, hostage situation or hazardous 
material leak. The severe weather conditions can include a 
watch or warning issued for a hurricane, flash flood, tornado, 
winter storm or thunderstorm. Whereas, the geographic 
information 120" includes details that describe the geo- 
graphic area 108" associated with the current or potential 
emergency situation. These details can be the coordinates or 
grids on a map which outline the geographical area 108". Or, 
the details that describe the geographic area 108" can be a 
list of the counties, townships or cities threatened by the 
emergency situation. 

The controller 104" includes a location based server 122" 
and a subscriber profile 124". In this example, the controller 
104" is incorporated within a service control point (SCP) 
126" of an intelligent network 128" which also includes a 
carrier switch 130" (or service switching point (SSP)) and an 
interactive voice response system (IVR) 131". The intelli- 
gent network 128" and the wireless communications net- 
work 106" can be part of an overall telecommunications 
network 129". 

Like the first embodiment, the emergency warning system 
102" forwards the emergency situation information 118" and 
the geographical information 120" to the carrier switch 130". 
The carrier switch 130" then forwards the emergency situ- 
ation information 118" and the geographical information 
120" to the location based server 122". Thereafter, the 
location based server 122" determines which of the cells 
110a "-110m" in the coverage area 111" of the wireless 
communications network 106" encompass the troubled geo- 
graphical area 108". As illustrated, the wireless communi- 
cations network 106" has cells 110a" llOe" that encompass 
the troubled geographical area 108" . Alternatively, the loca- 
tion based server 122" can determine which of the location 
areas or any other identifying areas in the coverage area 111" 
of the wireless communications network 106" that happen to 
be associated in one way or the other with the troubled 
geographical area 108". 

The controller 104" then sends a request 132" to the 
wireless communications network 106" and receives there- 
from a list 134" of the mobile subscribers 112" (only four 
shown) currently located in cells 110a "-110e" which are 
associated in one way or the other with the troubled geo- 
graphic area 108". To accomplish this, the land based server 
122" sends the request 132" containing the information 
identifying the cells 110a" llOe" associated with the troubled 
geographical area 108" to a gateway mobile switching center 
(GMSC) 136" through the carrier switch 130" and SMS-C 
107". The GMSC 136" determines which mobile subscribers 
112" are currently located in cells HOa-llOe' by sending a 
query to a home location register (HLR) 138'. 

The HLR 138" is a database that can provide the address 
or phone number of each mobile subscriber 112" currently 
located in cells 110a "-11 Oe" managed by a mobile switching 
center/visitor location register (MSC/VLR) 140a". 
Basically, the HLR 138" is able to keep track of which 
mobile subscribers 112" and 113" (only six shown) are 
currently located in cells 110a"-H0/w" because all mobile 
subscribers 112" and 113" are required to register with the 
appropriate MSC/VLRs 140a"-1406" when they power-on 
or enter the area managed by a particular MSC/VLR 140a" 
or 1406". As illustrated, MSC/VLR 1406" manages cells 
llO/'-UOm". For instance, if any mobile subscriber 112" 
roams into one of the cells 110a "-110e" managed by MSC/ 
VLR 140a" then that VLR requests subscriber information 
about this mobile subscriber 112" from the HLR 138". At the 
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same time, the HLR 138" provides the subscriber informa- 
tion to the MSC/VLR 140a" it also updates its own records. 
As such, the HLR 138" is able to keep track of the current 
locations of each mobile subscriber 112" and 113". 
5 In response to the request 132", the GMSC 136" is able to 
obtain the list 134" indicating which mobile subscribers 
112" are currently located in the troubled geographical area 
108". The GMSC 136" then forwards the list 134" through 
the SMS-C 107" and the carrier switch 130" to the location 
10 based server 122". Upon receiving the list 134", the location 
based server 122" can automatically request that the IVR 
131" interact with and direct the SMS-C 107" to send a short 
text message 114/?" to the mobile subscribers 112". The short 
text message 1146" is the emergency notification message 
15 114 which can have as many as 160 alphanumeric characters 
to inform the mobile subscribers 112" of the emergency 
situation. 

Alternatively, the location based server 122" can interact 
with the subscriber profile 124" to determine if any of the 

20 mobile subscribers 112" on the list 134" have special instruc- 
tions on how, if at all, they are to be alerted. For instance, 
one of the mobile subscribers 112" may have instructions in 
the subscriber profile 124" that indicates they only want to 
receive the emergency notification message 1146" if there is 

25 a tornado warning in their geographical area and not receive 
the emergency notification message 1146" if there is a 
tornado watch or severe thunderstorm warning. In addition, 
a mobile subscriber 112" can have directions in the sub- 
scriber profile 124" that tells the controller 104" to try and 

30 send the emergency notification message 1146" to their land 
based phone if they do not answer their mobile phone. In 
other words, the subscriber profile 124" can contain instruc- 
tions which direct the controller 104" on how to send the 
emergency notification message 1146" to each of the mobile 

3 subscribers 112". 

Like the first embodiment, the controller 104" may even 
send an emergency notification message 1146" to a mobile 
subscriber 113" that is currently roaming in another cell 

40 112k" but has their home subscription with MSC/VLR 
140a". In this way, the traveling mobile subscriber 113" may 
be informed of an emergency situation at their home or work 
place. 

It should be understood that the present invention can still 

45 work properly if the troubled geographic area 108" hap- 
pened to encompass cells HO/'-llOm" managed by MSC/ 
VLR 1406" and cells 110a"-110c" managed by MSC/VLR 
140a". In this case, mobile subscribers 112" and 113" 
located in cells 110a", 1106" and 110/:" would receive the 

50 emergency notification message 1146". 

Referring to FIG. 4, there is a flowchart illustrating the 
steps of the preferred method 400 in accordance with the 
present invention. Basically, the preferred method 400 
enables a controller 100 to send a voice message 114a' or the 

55 short text message 1146' to one or more mobile subscribers 
112 alerting them about an emergency situation such as a 
weather alert that has been issued for a geographical area 
108. The troubled geographic area 108 may be occupied by 
mobile subscribers 112 or of special interest to a traveling 

60 mobile subscriber 113. Beginning at step 402, the controller 
100 receives information about the emergency situation 
from the emergency warning system 102. As mentioned 
earlier, the emergency situation information 118 includes 
details about the emergency situation and possibly includes 

65 safety related instructions the content of which depends on 
the particular type of emergency situation. The current 
emergency situation can be one of a variety of potentially 
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dangerous situations including, for example, a severe 
weather condition, hostage situation or hazardous material 
leak. The emergency warning system 102 may be associated 
with an organization that has access to weather information 
including, for example, the national weather service, the 5 
Weather Channel or local television stations. 

At step 404, the controller 104 also receives information 
about the geographic area 108 in which there is an emer- 
gency situation. The geographic information 120 can 
include details that describe the geographic area 108 such as 30 
the coordinates or grids on a map which outline the geo- 
graphical area 108. Or, the details that describe the geo- 
graphic area 108 can simply be a list of the counties, 
townships or cities threatened by the emergency situation. 

At step 406, the controller 104 determines which cells 35 
HOa-llO/H' in the coverage area 111 of the wireless com- 
munications network 106 happen to encompass the troubled 
geographical area 108. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the wireless 
communications network 106 has cells UOa-lMte that are 
associated with the troubled geographical area 108. 20 
Alternatively, the controller 104 can determine which of the 
location areas or any other identifying areas in the coverage 
area 111 of the wireless communications network 106 hap- 
pen to be associated in one way or the other with the troubled 
geographical area 108. 25 

At step 408, the controller 104 then interacts with the 
wireless communications network 106 and receives a list 
134 of the mobile subscribers 112 currently located in cells 
UOa-UOe which are associated with the troubled geo- 
graphic area 108. A description about one way that this can 30 
be accomplished has been provided above with respect to 
FIGS. 2-3. 

At step 410, the controller 104 using the subscriber profile 
122 determines whether or not to send the emergency 35 
notification message 114 to anyone of the mobile subscribers 
112. For instance, one of the mobile subscribers 112 may 
have instructions in the subscriber profile 124 that indicates 
they only want to receive the emergency notification mes- 
sage 114 if there is a tornado warning in their geographical 4Q 
area and not receive the emergency notification message 114 
if there is a tornado watch or severe thunderstorm warning 
in their geographical area. 

At step 412, the controller 104 using the subscriber profile 
124 determines in what form the emergency notification 45 
message 114 is to be sent to each mobile subscriber 112. For 
instance, each mobile subscriber 112 can select the form 
they want to receive their emergency notification message 
114 which can be either a voice recorded message 114a' 
(step 412a), a short text message 1146" (step 4126) or a page 50 
(step 412c). 

At step 414, the controller 104 using the subscriber profile 
124 also determines whether or not to send the emergency 
notification message 114 to a mobile subscriber 113 that is 
currently roaming in another cell 112A: besides cells 55 
llOfl-llOe but has their home subscription with MSC/VLR 
140a' which has been associated with the troubled geo- 
graphic area 108. In this way, the traveling mobile subscriber 
113 may be informed of an emergency situation at or near 
their home or work place. 60 

At step 416, the controller 104 may direct the IVR 131 or 
the SMS-C 107" to send the emergency notification message 
114a' or 1146" to mobile subscribers 112 and 113. It should 
be understood that steps 410, 412 and 414 can be bypassed 
which enables the emergency notification message 114 to be 65 
sent directly to mobile subscribers 112 regardless of the 
subscriber profile 122 (if any). 



Certain details associated with the wireless communica- 
tions network 106 are known in the industry and as such 
need not be described herein. Therefore, for clarity, the 
description provided above in relation to the wireless com- 
munications network 106 omits some components not nec- 
essary to understand the present invention. 

From the foregoing, it can be readily appreciated by those 
skilled in the art that the present invention provides a 
system, controller and method capable of alerting mobile 
subscribers about emergency situations. As disclosed, the 
present invention basically operates to alert a mobile sub- 
scriber about an emergency situation including, for example, 
a weather alert, a hostage situation or a hazardous material 
leak in or near their current location. 

Although two embodiments of the present invention have 
been illustrated in the accompanying Drawings and 
described in the foregoing Detailed Description, it should be 
understood that the invention is not limited to the embodi- 
ments disclosed, but is capable of numerous rearrangements, 
modifications and substitutions without departing from the 
spirit of the invention as set forth and defined by the 
following claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A system comprising: 

a wireless communications network; 

an emergency warning system capable of generating 
information identifying a geographic area in which 
there is an emergency situation; 

a controller capable of receiving the information identi- 
fying the geographic area and further capable of 
requesting and receiving a list of mobile subscribers 
located within the geographic area from said wireless 
communications network; 

said controller further capable of interfacing with a sub- 
scriber profile to determine if any of the mobile sub- 
scribers have provided special instructions on how, if at 
all, they are to be alerted about the emergency situation; 

said controller is also capable of initiating an emergency 
notification message that is sent to at least one of the 
mobile subscribers pursuant to the special instructions 
if any in the subscriber profile; 

wherein at least one of the mobile subscribers can have 
special instructions in the subscriber profile that indi- 
cates they only want to receive the emergency notifi- 
cation message if there is one type of emergency 
situation and not receive the emergency notification 
message if there is another type of emergency situation; 
and 

wherein at least one of the mobile subscribers can have 
special instructions in the subscriber profile that indi- 
cates they want said controller to send the emergency 
notification message to their land based phone if they 
do not answer their mobile phone. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein said controller is 
capable of directing a short message service to send the 
emergency notification message towards the at least one of 
the mobile subscribers. 

3. The system of claim 1, wherein said controller is 
capable of directing an interactive voice response system to 
send the emergency notification message towards the at least 
one of the mobile subscribers. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein said controller is 
capable of directing a paging service to send the emergency 
notification message towards the at least one of the mobile 
subscribers. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein said controller further 
includes a location based server capable of receiving the 
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information identifying the geographic area and further 
capable of requesting and receiving the list of mobile 
subscribers located within the geographic area. 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the 
mobile subscribers can have special instructions in the 5 
subscriber profile that indicates they want said controller to 
send the emergency notification message to them even 
though they are not located within the geographic area 
experiencing the emergency situation. 

7. The system of claim 1, wherein said emergency noti- 10 
fication message includes information describing the emer- 
gency situation. 

8. The system of claim 1, wherein said emergency situ- 
ation includes a severe weather condition, a hostage situa- 
tion or a hazardous material leak. is 

9. The system of claim 1, wherein said geographic infor- 
mation further includes geographical coordinates on a map. 

10. The system of claim 1, wherein said controller is 
incorporated within a service control point. 

11. A method for alerting a mobile subscriber about an 20 
emergency situation in a specific geographic area, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving information describing the emergency situation; 

receiving information identifying the geographic area in 
which there is the emergency situation; 25 

receiving a list identifying the mobile subscribers cur- 
rently located within the geographic area experiencing 
the emergency situation; 

interfacing with a subscriber profile to determine if any of 30 
the mobile subscribers have provided special instruc- 
tions on how, if at all, they are to be alerted about the 
emergency situation; 

sending an emergency notification message containing at 
least a portion of the information about the emergency 35 
situation to at least one of the mobile subscribers 
pursuant to the special instructions if any in the sub- 
scriber profile; 

wherein at least one of the mobile subscribers can have 
special instructions in the subscriber profile that indi- 40 
cates they only want to receive the emergency notifi- 
cation message if there is one type of emergency 
situation and not receive the emergency notification 
message if there is another type of emergency situation; 
and 45 

wherein at least one of the mobile subscribers can have 
special instructions in the subscriber profile that indi- 
cates they want said controller to send the emergency 
notification message to their land based phone if they 
do not answer their mobile phone. 50 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein at least one of the 
mobile subscribers can have special instructions in the 
subscriber profile that indicates they want said controller to 
send the emergency notification message to them even 
though they are not located within the geographic area 5S 
experiencing the emergency situation. 

13. The method of claim 11, wherein said emergency 
notification message is a short text message. 

14. The method of claim 11, wherein said emergency 
notification message is a voice message. 60 

15. The method of claim 11, wherein said emergency 
notification message is a page. 
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16. The method of claim 11, wherein said emergency 
notification message includes information describing what 
safety precautions should be taken in view of the particular 
type of emergency situation. 

17. The method of claim 11, wherein said emergency 
situation includes a severe public safety condition. 

18. A controller comprising: 

a location based server capable of interacting with an 
emergency warning system to receive information 
about an emergency situation and to receive informa- 
tion about a geographic area experiencing the emer- 
gency situation; 

said location based server is also capable of interacting 
with a wireless communications network to receive a 
list of mobile subscribers currently located within the 
geographic area experiencing the emergency situation; 

a subscriber profile that contains special instructions from 
at least one of the mobile subscribers on how, if at all, 
they are to be alerted about the emergency situation; 
and 

said location based server is further capable of directing 
that an emergency notification message be sent to at 
least one of the mobile subscribers pursuant to the 
special instructions if any in the subscriber profile 

wherein at least one of the mobile subscribers can have 
special instructions in the subscriber profile that indi- 
cates they only want to receive the emergency notifi- 
cation message if there is one type of emergency 
situation and not receive the emergency notification 
message if there is another type of emergency situation; 
and 

wherein at least one of the mobile subscribers can have 
special instructions in the subscriber profile that indi- 
cates they want said controller to send the emergency 
notification message to their land based phone if they 
do riot answer their mobile phone. 

19. The controller of claim 18, wherein at least one of the 
mobile subscribers can have special instructions in the 
subscriber profile that indicates they want said controller to 
send the emergency notification message to them even 
though they are not located within the geographic area 
experiencing the emergency situation. 

20. The controller of claim 18, wherein said emergency 
notification message is a short text message, a voice message 
or a page. 

21. The controller of claim 18, wherein said emergency 
situation includes a severe weather condition and said emer- 
gency notification message includes information about the 
severe weather condition. 

22. The controller of claim 18, wherein said emergency 
situation includes a hazardous material leak and said emer- 
gency notification message includes information about the 
hazardous material leak. 

23. The controller of claim 18, wherein said emergency 
situation includes a hostage situation and said emergency 
notification message includes information about the hostage 
situation. 

24. The controller of claim 18, wherein said controller is 
incorporated with a service control point in an intelligent 
network. 
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